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          Growing a Wine Region 



 

Vision 
• Collaboration and Leadership– Ramona 

Valley Vineyard Association – RVVA 
• 2006 -  AVA Designation 
• 2010 – San Diego County 4-Tier Winery 

Ordinance 
• Proximity to San Diego 
 
Vineyards 
• Good Weather and Soil 
• Test Vineyards and Viticulture 

 
 
Wineries 
• Learning to Make Wine 
• Learning to Make Good Wine 
• Making Award Winning Wine 

 
Challenges: 
• Conflicting Information 
• County Regulations 
• Urban Wineries 

 
Collaboration 
• Community Involvement 
• Local Pride 
• Regional Pride 
• Medial Discovery 
• Sustainability 
• Agritourism 
 
 

Agritourism is where agriculture and 
tourism meet to provide an amazing 
educational experience. 



Ramona has a 
Mediterranean climate with 
warm year round daytime 
temperatures and cool year 
round night temperatures. 
This includes high day to 
night changes in 
temperature, perfect for 
growing grapes and 
agritourism guests. 







     The Challenge – Getting the word out….The Bigger Challenge 
– Being a Farmer, Business Owner, Winemaker, Marketer, Public 
Relations Expert, Community Activist  and Social Director. 
         

Agritourism is where agriculture and tourism 
meet to provide you with an amazing 

experience. 
 



The Challenges: 
  

•    Wineries have to be built to commercial and ADA 
standards even if "small farm"  

•    Restroom restrictions and requirements 
•    Signage, Event and Music limitations 
•    Changing County Regulations 
•    Advertising limitations of ABC & County (no 

promotions) 
•    Owners – new to farming and wine-making, limited 

marketing experience, budgets, and often work multiple 
jobs.   

• Urban wineries have far fewer restrictions (sourcing, 
production to sales shorter, events, music, etc.) 

• Boutique limitations re % grapes grown, wine 
importation, time between investment and product 
sales 

 







Fire Authority approval Stormwater Adequacy of septic 
system 



Prior to opening a tasting 

room/area to the public, building permits will be required to convert an 
existing structure to a tasting room/area or to construct a new structure. 

Commercial building standards will apply to all structures which are open to 
the public and may include requirements for restrooms and ADA 

accessibility (see pages 6 and 7 for additional information). Tasting/retail 
sales rooms/areas may not be located within a single family residence on 

theproperty. Permits will be required from the state Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control and may also be 

required from the Department of Environmental Health. 

Can I start my Boutique/Small Winery tasting room before I am making wine 
on the property? 

No, the on-site wine production facility should be producing wine prior to 
operation of a tasting room and selling wine.  







Sustainability is Complex! 





 
-  

Agritourism Opportunities 
 

Holiday Wine Trail 
Grape Stomp 

Art & Wine Festival 
Summer of Sangria 

Dog Days of Summer 
Meet the Winemaker Weekend 

 
 



There is something about the idea of “local” that 
seems to attract an increasing number of people. 
 
It could be fruits and vegetables grown on a 
nearby farm, roadside egg stands, a camel ride, 
cheese produced from local goats and cows, olive 
oil…  In our case, it’s an industry that has seen 
incredible growth within the last five years, it’s 
the grapes, wines and wineries of the Ramona 
Valley, with an annual Art & Wine Festival and 
Grape Stomp. 
 
For a variety of reasons – not the least of which is 
the local connection – the wine industry is 
appealing  to consumers, tourists and, perhaps 
most importantly, the economy 



Opportunities 
to Participate 

in Harvest, 
Wine-making, 

bottling, 
Vineyard 

Maintenance. 

Adopt a 
Vine/Row 

 

Educational 
Classes, 
Vineyard 

Tours, 
Historical 

Information,  
& Animal 

Interactions. 
Vineyard & 

Winery Crash 
Course 

 
 

 

Wine Club 
(Vineyard 

Walk, Cellar 
Tour/Barrel 
Tasting, Pre-

release 
Tastings, 

Holiday Party) 

Food & Wine 
Pairings, 

Private Wine-
Tastings with 

the 
WineMaker,  

Farm Stays 
 



Harvesting in the Ramona Valley!                 



 

                           “The future’s so bright, we need to wear shades…” 
 
Thank  you,  
 
Elaine  Lyttleton, Hatfield Creek Vineyard & Winery -   lyttleton@sv-mail.com 
 
Teri Kerns, Ramona Ranch Vineyard & Winery – teri@ramonaranch.com  
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